The History of Europe

Social Studies Dictionary

Prince Henry the Navigator – Prince of Portugal who supported navigation for his country.
Christopher Columbus – A navigator sent by Spain to find a westerly route to Asia.

Penal Colony – A place settled by convicts or prisoners; British settled one in Australia.
WWI – (1914-1918) Caused by the rise of nationalism, cultural conflicts and political and economic rivalries. 
Russian Revolution - The war fought in 1917 by the Russian people in order to change Russia's government.

	Treaty of Versailles – The peace treaty that the Allied Powers forced Germany to sign in 1919, officially ending in WWI. It also set the stage for WWII.

	


Nazism – The practice of the political party led by Adolf Hitler.

WWII – (1939-1945) The desire of the Germans and Japanese to expand their countries into full empires.

Holocaust – Systematic mass murder of European Jews, Gypsies and other groups carried out by the Nazis during WWII.

Cold War – Beginning in the late 1940’s and ending in the late 1980’s between the US and Soviet Union. They competed for world influence without actually fighting.

Superpowers – The United States and Soviet Union were the world’s most powerful nations after WWII.

Soviet Union / U.S.S.R. – Former name of Russia and other communist countries ; broke up in 1991.
Berlin Wall – Wall in Germany that separated East and West Berlin from 1961 – 1989.

Axis Powers – Germany, Italy and Japan that fought against the Allies in WWII.

Allies – Great Britain, France, Soviet Union and the United States that fought against Axis powers in WWII.

